GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS 
UNITED  STATES  ARMY  FORCES,  PACIFIC 
WAR  CRIMES  BRANCH 


APO  500 

14  December  1945 

MEMORANDUM  TO:  Prosecution  Section  (Report  No.  126) 

THRU:  Executive  Officer,  War  Crimes  Branch 

rTT 7FCT:  I'r.ssaore  of  ^ilipino  civilians  at  Tapel,  Gonzaga, 

Cage yon,  Luzon,  P.  I.  on  1  July  1945. 


escape  to^trds  the  American  troops  advancing  irom  tne  wesu  siae 
of  the  Ca gayer,  river.  Approximately  thirty  thousand  Filipinos 
were  in  or  near  Tapel  (R  50,  57,  59/ • 

Three  or  four  small  boats  containing  Filipinos  who  were 
trying  to  escape  by  sea  were  fired  upon  by  the  Japanese  with 
rifles  and  machine  guns.  Three  of  the  occupants  were  killed  and 
two  were  wounded  (R  31,  32,  35,  36,  39,  40,  43,  44,  Exs  1-1,  1-2, 
J-l,  J-2). 

The  Japanese  surrounded  the  nipa  huts  scattered  along  the 
beach,  and  when  the  Filipino  civilians  began  to  run,  they  machine 
gunned  and  bayonetted  them.  Two  were  seen  bayonetted  to  death  (R 
87) .  One  of  another  group  of  three  Filipinos  was  beheaded  and  his 
two  companions  were  killed  with  rifle  shots  (R  25,  90) •  Four 
other  Filipinos  had  their  hands  tied  behind  them  and  were  then 
bayonettad  to  death  and  their  bodies  thrown  into  an  old  well 
(P  57,  58,  76,  77,  81).  Four  others  were  killed  in  like  manner 
(R  94,  98).  Ten  Filipinos  were  captured  as  they  prepared  to 
escape  by  boat,  end  the  Japanese  killed  all  of  them  with  bayonets 
'•xcept  one  who  was  severely  wounded  (R  64,  65,  69,  70,  73).  The 
dead  bodies  of  three  other  Filipinos,  one  of  whom  had  been  beheade 
were  found  near  a  small  bridge  (R  26,  R  59,  Ex  L-2) .  right  others 
were  found  beheaded  (R  90,  Ex  L-l) .  The  next  day  survivors  saw 
more  than  one  hundred  dead  bodies  in  Tapel  (R  77,  81,  91),  and 
much  later  many  skulls  and  bones  were  found  tied  with  ropes 
(R  85,  Exs  K-l,  M-2). 
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